
  

Agile acceptance 
testing tools round-up



  

Acceptance testing tools: Support 
the team and face the business

 Agile testing quadrants idea by Brian  Marick, picture by Janet Gregory



  

Unit test = target for development:



  

But they aren't really readable



  

Here's what I thought...

 When the order is in a “pending” state, we first 
check the account, and if approved move it to 
“confirmed” state

 When the order is manually confirmed, it moves 
from the “pending” to “confirmed” state even if 
the account does not have enough funds

 When the order is in a “pending” state for two 
days, we send an alert



  

Here is what they saw:

  ghorgh [the] [order] 'oH Daq [a] [“pending”] 
[state] maH wa'DIch [check] [the] [account] 'ej 
chugh [approved] vIH 'oH Daq [“confirmed”] 
[state] ghorgh [the] [order] 'oH [manually] 
[confirmed] 'oH vIHtaH vo' [the] [“pending”] Daq 
[“confirmed”] [state] 'ach chugh [the] [account] 
ta'taH ghobe' ghaj yap [funds] ghorgh [the] 
[order] 'oH Daq [a] [“pending”] [state] vaD cha' 
jajmey maH ngeH [an] [alert]

http://www.mrklingon.org
/



  



  

FIT/FitNesse



  

5 key facts about FitNesse

 Web-based wiki system 
 Aimed at collaborative test management
 Supports Java, .NET, C++, Python, Smalltalk...
 Based on FIT (and now Slim) test engines
 Uses tables to describe tests



  

FitNesse allows us to specify 
automated but human readable 

business tests!



  



  

How FIT works



  

Where it is really good

 Specifying business logic for complex domains 
at domain/API level

 Live documentation
 Collaboration between testers, business and 

developers



  

TextTest



  

5 Key facts about TextTest

 Tool for managing system behaviour changes
 Works by analysing text files, not API 

assertions
 Written in Python, but integrates with almost 

anything
 Integrates with xUseCase recorders
 Two GUI tools for test management



  

Smart text file comparison



  

xUseCase recording

 Record GUI interaction and assign meaningful 
names to actions

 Compose actions into tests
 Manage tests from a higher level

− Easier to read
− More resilient to change
− Focused on the correct level of abstraction



  

Where it is really good:

 Workflows (specify and inspect steps, not APIs)
 Integrations
 Non-intrusive verifications (no code changes)
 Regression testing of working systems
 Low-level system testing



  

Robot Framework



  

5 key facts about Robot framework

 Keyword-based
 Works on html, tsv and rst (wiki-like) files
 UI tool for management
 Written in python, supports Java as well
 Extended by various libraries and scripts



  

Keyword DSL testing



  

Where it is really good:

 Scripting/workflows
 UI/Web testing (with Selenium)
 DSL testing
 Technical tests
 Testers building complex scripts themselves



  

Links

 http://fitnesse.org
 http://www.concordion.org
 http://texttest.org
 http://www.jbehave.org/
 http://robotframework.org
 http://gojko.net



  

Bridging the Communication Gap

 learn how to improve communication between 
business people and software implementation 
teams 

 find out how to build a shared and consistent 
understanding of the domain in your team 

 learn how to apply agile acceptance testing to 
produce software genuinely fit for purpose 

 discover how agile acceptance testing affects 
your work whether you are a programmer, 
business analyst or a tester 

 learn how to build in quality into software 
projects from the start, rather than control it 
later 

http://www.acceptancetesting.info



  

upcoming events....

 23/6: Testable software is good software
 22/7: Agile Testing: Tools and Approaches
 26/8: Fast Track Test-Driven Development: 

Testify your project
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